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Editorial 





WHAT FRIENDS ARE FOR... 


There was a time, which some of Searchlight’s more elderly readers will recall, when 
Private Eye was a bastion of anti-establishment daring-do, showing neither fear nor favour 
to anyone. Unfortunately those days appear to have past as it settles down to doing 
favours for beleagured right-wing Tory MPs who just happen to be on friendly terms with 
one of its journalists, 

In the last two months its ‘New Boys’ column has carried profiles of two Tories — Neil 
Hamilton and Gerald Howarth — who are presently suing the BBC over last January’s 
commendable Panorama programme. Both pieces sat oddly in a column with a reputation 
for vitriolic abuse and unearthing embarrassing tales from the victim’s past. 

The picture painted of Neil Hamilton (‘‘a laughing cavalier . . . student pranks ...a 
talented mimic . . . capacity to provoke and amuse . . .’’) is so anodyne one might be 
tempted to believe reports that he himself, and not the Eye’s resident Tory scribbler, 
Christopher Sylvester, actually penned it. 

It nowhere mentions the MP for Tatton’s controversial trip to a fascist rally in Italy in 
1972, nor his alleged role as a Tory Action correspondent, nor his membership of the racist 
Powellight organisation, nor the row surrounding alleged ‘‘mimicry’’ of goose-stepping 
nazis in Berlin last year. 

Sylvester (grandson of bandleader Victor and having clearly inherited some of his 
grandfather’s talent for orchestration) was to be found closeted away with his old friend 
Hamilton in the couple of weeks following the Panorama broadcast. The result was an 
item on Channel 4’s Diverse Reports, which rehearsed some of the now discredited claims 
of the Daily Mail’s later feature ‘‘Lies, Damned Lies . . . and Panorama’’, itself part of a 
Conservative Central Office disinformation campaign. 

Before Diverse, Sylvester worked for a while at Conservative Central Office where he 
was quickly christened ‘Harpic’ — clean round the bend. His exit from Central Office, and 
subsequently from Diverse, was sudden. 

The more recent Gerald Howarth profile is equally interesting for what is omitted and 
for the sensitive, understanding picture it paints of this ‘‘mild-mannered libertarian . . . 
unfairly dogged by the fact that his mother once belonged to the National Front for a brief 
period and was a founder member of the Immigration Control Association, along with 
genteel racist loony Joy Page . . . Howarth himself is no racist . . .”’ 

It nowhere explains the apparent contradiction between this last claim and his 
membership of the Monday Club’s notorious Race and Immigration sub-committee in the 
early 1970s, his involvement with Tory Action for whom he hosted a House of Commons 
reception, or Boss agent Gordon Winter’s eyebrow-raising revelations, in his book Inside 
Boss, about Howarth’s pro-South African activities. 

Joy Page, of course, is no genteel loony but a hate-filled racist campaigner — as are the 
notorious neo-nazi Hancocks in Brighton, with whom Howarth’s mother had dealings over 
a long period, of which she does not see fit to say much publicly these days. 

Considerable effort is clearly being expended on painting a wholesome picture of these 
gentlemen before their libel actions come to trial. Although in no way part of the 
Hamilton/Howarth/Sylvester circle, even respected political commentator Andrew Roth, 
overwhelmed no doubt by the camaraderie of a Conservative Party conference, wrote in 
the New Statesman in October that ‘‘although Neil Hamilton did visit the congress of the 
semi-fascist (sic) Italian party MSI in 1971 (sic) the current crusades of this former Institute 
of Directors man are as a hardliner on economic issues ... Gerald Howarth’s anti- 
immigration mother was briefly in the National Front and he himself was on the Council of 
the Monday Club but he is basically a hard right-wing libertarian’’. 

There are, readers will note, certain similarities. 
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NATIONAL Front violence 
came well and truly into 
the open at the party’s 
Annual General Meeting in 
London on 24 October. 


First 
admission that the Front was 
behind an attack on an anti- 
apartheid event. Reporting on 
the Front’s so-called Instant 
Response Groups, Pearce said 
that “our most recent success 
was when three men 
smokebombed an Anti- 
Apartheid exhibition”. 


Incitement 


Then came the turn of deputy 
chairman lan Anderson, who, 
with Pearce, faces conspiracy 


charges under the Race 
Relations Act. Referring to 
recently announced GLC 


measures to evict tenants guilty 
of persistent racial harassment, 





orgy of 


came Joe Pearce’s 





NF violence out in the open 


Front leaders threaten 
violence 





lan Stuart (left) with friend on duty at 


North London Poly “minding” Pat 
Harrington. 
he threatened that “if white 


families are evicted their flats 
must be made uninhabitable. If 
that’s an incitement to break the 
law they can add it to the other 


Terrified Brons quits 
as Front chairman 


NATIONAL Front chairman 
Andrew Brons has quit his post, 
terrified at the increasingly violent 
and illegal activities of the 
Strasserite leadership who have 
been in the saddle for the last 
twelve months. 

His decision, announced at the end of 
November and put down to marital 
pressure, came only a week after the 
Front’s Annual General Meeting where 
open threats of violence against Front 
opponents were made from the platform by 
party leaders. 


Threats to NLP 


Brons, sitting on the top table, was clearly 
upset, particularly at the threats issued 
against North London Poly by Ian Stuart, 
now on the NF National Directorate. 


Brons has been frightened for some time 
that the Front’s known association with 
Italian terrorists, its increasingly open 
involvement in violence, and the rising 
number of prosecutions against its leaders, 
might rub off on him. A lecturer in 
constitutional law, he feared his career 
might be seriously jeopardised by these 
carryings on. 


Open threat 


But Stuart’s open threat that the Front was 
going to ‘‘annihalate the filth’? at NLP as 
soon as Pat Harrington finishes his 
philosophy course, promised once and for 
all to pull the rug from under his claim to 
respectable academic status. A lecturer at 
one institution of learning might be hard 
pressed to explain how thugs under his 
leadership were justified in organising a 
campaign of violence against another. 





charges”. Mick Turner, a civil 
servant from the Lambeth 
branch and elected to the 
Directorate later in the day led 
shouts of “I'll support that.” 

And then came the most 
threatening contribution of all, 
from Skrewdriver lead singer lan 
Stuart, who runs the Instant 
Response Groups with Pearce, 
whose supporters turned out on 
the recent Remembrance Day 
Parade in a new look black 
uniform, and who was also 
elected onto the Directorate. 
Supporting a motion praising 
Pat Harrington for the disruption 
he has caused at North London 
Poly, Stuart made it quite clear 
that only Harrington's position 
at the college was preventing 
serious violence from the Front. 

“‘We have to restrain ourselves 
at the moment” he said, “but 
when Patrick has finished his 
course we'll go down there and 
annihilate that filth”. 





Andrew Brons: terrified. 


Aware that Brons is invaluable to them as 
just such a responsible figurehead, the 
Front leadership were thrown into panic by 
his announcement that he was to resign. 





AGM plot 
to ‘‘keep 


out that 


yob Pearce’’ 





VIOLENCE was the public keynote 
of the Front’s AGM, but what was 
going on behind the scenes was 
rather more significant for the 
future of the party. 

Chairman Andrew Brons had already, in 
fact, decided to resign when the AGM took 
place; the rantings of Ian Stuart and others 
simply broke the camel’s back. He delayed 
the announcement until the following 
weekend as part of a secret deal struck with 
Ian Anderson to guarantee Anderson the 
chairmanship in his place. Their aim was to 
prevent the party falling into the hands of 
the more ‘uncouth’ proletarian members 
under the influence of Joe Pearce, for 
whom both of them have a barely disguised 
contempt and whom they are known to 
refer to as ‘‘the yob’’. 

They know, for instance, that Pearce 
only maintains his credibility as a leader by 
having others write his many articles for 
him. But in an open contest for the 
chairmanship, Pearce would have knocked 
Anderson into second place, a_ fact 
demonstrated in the Directorate elections 
where Pearce registered the higher vote. 


Desperate 


Brons and Anderson were desperate to 
ensure that the party’s top job did not fall 
into the hands of Pearce and his supporters. 
By delaying Brons’ resignation statement 
until the following weekend they ensured 
that Anderson, as deputy chairman, could 
simply step in to replace him. 

Despite their alleged committment to the 
working class, the struggle for leadership of 
the Front has degenerated into a battle 
between middle class, college educated 
elements whose committment to 
Strasserism is based only on convenience, 
and hard core ‘national revolutionaries’ for 
whom it is rather more. Neither Brons nor 
Anderson have any real attachment to the 
psuedo-radical claptrap with which Pearce 
and Griffin have lumbered the party since 
taking it over a year ago, when Anderson 
and Brons felt it necessary to bend with the 
wind. 

The AGM did reveal a considerable 
amount about the state of the NF’s 
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Brons (left) follows Webster, the voice crying in the wilderness. 


infrastructure. A financial report claimed 
that last year the party made a trading 
surplus of £2,000, on total expenditure of 
£57,000. Incredibly, however, this is based 
on a statement that only £6,000 was paid 
out in wages in the whole year. This is 
almost certainly a gross understatement, 
although the reasons for it can only be 
speculated upon. 

Voting in the elections to the National 
Directorate was also highly revealing: only 
182 votes were cast. Last year, by 
comparison, Martin Webster polled more 
than 500 — and he only came second! In 
fact, only slightly more than 200 members 
attended the AGM which was held in the 
New Ambassadors Hotel in London, 
booked under a false name. 

Front membership figures are being kept 
extremely secret at the moment, but one 
rumour sweeping the party claims that 
almost two thirds of its members have left 
since the anti-Webster putsch of twelve 
months ago. According to this account, the 
Front now has only 1,000 members in total. 
If true, this puts them at their weakest point 
since the party was founded eighteen years 
ago. 

Webster himself received a predictably 
brutal reception when he showed the 
temerity to approach the microphone and 
address the AGM. He was barracked and 
abused when he told them they were like 
turkeys voting for an early Xmas if they 
voted for the draconian overhaul of the 


party constitution through which the 
Pearce/Griffin faction hope to tighten their 
control over the party and further exclude 
the members from its running. 


Conspirator 


A final interesting feature was the re- 
emergence of former NF editor Richard 
Lawson, one of the Strasserite architects of 
the 1975/6 split which saw the launch and 
rapid demise of the National Party. 

He appeared on the agenda sponsoring a 
motion on ‘cultural diversity’, supporting 
and encouraging ‘‘the preservation and 
revivial (sic) of the Celtic languages and 
English dialects’’. 

After leaving the Front, where he had 
been a bosom conspirator of Dave 
McCalden, Lawson effectively disappeared 
from the scene, except for the episodic 
appearances of his own nazi cultural 
journal Heritage and Destiny. 

Seconding his AGM motion was Central 
London branch activist Michael Walker, 
editor of the ‘new right’ magazine 
Scorpion, who shares with Lawson an 
obsession with folk culture, and a 
friendship with the Italian ‘Third Position’ 
terrorists who exercise such a powerful 
influence these days on the direction in 
which the Front is moving. 





The silent 


e LJ 

majority? 
The NF are refusing to release voting 
figures for the Directorate elections — 
probably because this would show how 
few members attended the AGM. 

So, as a service to readers, we are 
printing a complete list: 


Andrew Brons (175 votes) 
Joe Pearce (175) 

lan Anderson (173) 
Martin Wingfield (170) 
Pat Harrington (165) 
Nick Griffin (161) 

Paul Johnson (155) 

Phil Andrews (148) 

John Fields (145) 

Paul Matthews (138) 
Roger Denny (137) 
Graham Williamson (126) 
Mick Turner (117) 

Robert Jones (115) 

lan Stuart (107) 

Paul Nash (96) 

Brian Nylan (82) 

Tom Mundy (81) 


GUESTS at the AGM included speakers 
from the United National Movement of 
Athens, Erik Blucher of the Norwegian 
NF, and David Kerr of the Independent 
Unionist Party of Northern Ireland. 

Greetings were read out from the 
Australian Action Party, Austrian 
National Action Party, Keep Sweden 
Swedish Group, Dutch Peoples’ Union, 
and the American Populist Party headed 
by the notorious revisionist and anti- 
semite Willis Carto. 





NF members acquitted in Suffolk 
arson threat case 


Last month Searchlight reported 
how a Suffolk Labour Party and 
anti-nazi activist had her home fire 
bombed after threats from the 
local NF. To date no one has been 
charged with arson or the 
attempted murder of her son who 
was in the house at the time of the 
attack. Local anti-fascists have 
become increasingly alarmed at 
the apparently disinterested 
attitude of the police. 


“Jewish bitch” 


Their disquiet was deepened by events in a 
recent court case involving the same 
activist, Brenda Shelley, where the accused 
were two NF militants who had called her 
‘‘a Jewish bitch’’ and threatened to burn 
her house shortly before it was attacked. 
James Fennessy and Steven Toates 
appeared charged with the relatively minor 
charge of threatening behaviour. Both 
turned up in suits and with rather more hair 
than their normal skinhead style. 

The magistrate allowed their defence 
counsel to question Ms Shelley on her views 
on Middle East politics, the IRA and her 
activities in the Labour Party: none of them 
particularly relevant to the case in question. 
And so concerned were the police to get a 


Harrington showdown? 


The Director of North London Polytechnic 
has quit after refusing to discipline NF 
student Harrington for racist remarks he 
made during a television interview at the 
start of December. 


Harrington, at the time trying to have 
NLP funds sequestrated for failing to give 
him an education, told Thames TV that 
black people should have no civil rights. 

Education authority leader Francis 
Morrell pressed McDowell to discipline him 
under newly-adopted race guidelines. 
McDowell refused, and left his post. 

Harrington finally achieved what he had 
been angling for in November when two 
anti-fascist students were flung into prison. 
Steve Tasane and John Letham were hauled 
into court for defying an earlier court order 
banning further attempts to prevent 
Harrington attending lectures or classes 
attended by other students. 

On 4 December, the NLP students’ union 
organised a march in support of their two 
gaoled colleagues. Marching with them 
were striking miners for whom the students 
had courted another brush with the law by 
handing over a donation of £1,000 from 
union funds to help strikers’ families. 

Only a day later, more than 150 police 
stormed into action twice to evict students 
from the two NLP buildings they had 
occupied to deny access to Harrington. This 
followed legal action from the Poly director 
seeking repossession of the buildings. 


Students have been campaigning against 
sharing classrooms with Harrington who 
has been associated with producing NF 
‘hitlists’ of opponents and who is on record 
declaring his support for firebombing as a 
legitimate tactic against opponents. 
Recently he has been seen in the company 
of members of the fugitive Italian right- 
wing terrorists who have been working 
closely with the NF’s leaders. 

Harrington (right) has persistently lied, 
both to the press and in statements to the 
High Court, on these and other matters 
which have linked the NF to violence and 
which have been at the root of the students’ 
campaign for him to be taught separately. 

His most recent lie — that violence was 
abhorred by the NF and that members 
involved in it were expelled — was 
confounded at the Front’s own recent 
Annual General Meeting when his minder 
Ian Stuart, with whom he has been seen at 
the polytechnic, announced from the 
platform that ‘‘when Patrick has finished 
his course we’ll go down there and 
annihilate that filth’. 

Both Stuart and Harrington were elected 
to the NF Directorate, and Harrington was 
awarded the Albert Marriner Memorial 
Award for his ‘courage’ in persistently 
returning to the courts to get his way. 

Poor, deposed Activities Organiser 
Martin Webster, on the other hand, was 
mightily slagged off for his continual 
recourse to ‘‘the establishment courts’’. 


conviction that they didn’t even bother 
having a meeting with Brenda Shelley 
before the case (which is quite routine) 
despite her repeated requests for one. As a 
result she was unable to give precise details 
of the incident and background 
information on the defendant’s activities. 

As a result, the defence took apart a very 
badly prepared police prosecution, and 
James Fennessey and Steven Toates were 
aquitted for lack of evidence. 

Throughout the hearing the public 
gallery was packed with local fascist 
skinheads. After the acquittal they marched 
out in formation, jubilantly chanting 
“British justice, OI, OI, OI.’’ 

Since then Brenda Shelley has again been 
the target of abuse and threats — often in 
broad daylight in the town centre. Recently 
her 16-year-old son was stopped by two 
fascists as he left school and asked if he had 
been handing out anti-nazi leaflets. He 
replied ‘‘yes, what of it?’’ He claims the 
two fascists then told him that James 
Fennessey had offered to pay them a fiver 
every time they beat him up. 





APPRENTICE FASCISTS? 





National Front members at the head of a recent loyalist apprentice boys demonstration in London. There were no moves to eject them from 
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COLIN MALAM reviews an English performance which, 


in spite of the poor quality of the opposilion, augurs well 
for the future. 


After Turkey, 
bring on the 


dustbins ... 


"THESE are heady days for 
British football, Not for a 
very long time has there been 
such a growing conviction that 
beth England and Scot!and will 
not only quality for the finals 
of the World Cup but perhaps 
achieve something significant 
in them. 

A prospect of that magnitude 
is a little difficult to handle 
for a nation accustomed to a 
steady diet of failure and frus- 
tration broken only but magni- 








that he did not believe he would 
ever manage a side that won 
8-0 away from home and think 
they had let the opposition off 
the hook, 

Equaily, Robson was at pains 
to insist that his team should be 
praised unreservedly for pulling 
off such a handsome victory in 
unfavourable circumstances, 
The Turkish crowd, initially so 
hostile, did not hesitate, Before 
long. they were applauding 

eaves atanina’ ebiniks 


Boland 


NF STAND ON RITUAL 













SLAUGHTER CHALLENGED 


Manchester Council for Community 
Relations has taken a positive step to 
combat the National Front’s attempts 
to use the issue of ritual slaughter to 
whip up racial hatred. 

In a recently circulated statement they 
say ‘‘We are extremely concerned to see a 
fascist organisation which is dedicated to 
the inhumane compulsory repatriation of 
black people and whose anti-semitism 
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NF march in Brighton. 


prevents them from criticising the nazi 
concentration camps, jumping 
opportunistically into the sensitive area of 
animal rights, bloodsports, ritual slaughter 
and animal experimentation. Their motives 
are quite clear.’’ 

MCCR urges animal welfare groups to 
dissociate themselves from the National 
Front’s support and make it plain that they 
are not regarded as allies. 





FAIR PLAY ...OR FOUL? 


A GROUP of more than 50 anti-racists 
picketed the East London Advertiser in 
Tower Hamlets, London, in protest at an 
article giving an uncritical platform to the 
racist whites only group ‘Fairplay’ (see 
Searchlight No.114). 


Organised by ELCARAPH (East London 
Campaign Against Racist Attacks and Police 
Harassment), they were protesting against 
reporter Ken Hayes’ article which claimed 
“thousands of angry white tenants on estates all 
over the East End have lashed out at the 
controversial GLC report which brands them 
racists’? which he later admitted was ‘‘surmise’’. 

The Advertiser was also referring enquiring 
readers to Fairplay’s phone number and has 
consistently failed to report on the rising level of 
harassment, attack and abuse Bengali families in 
Tower Hamlets are suffering. 

Hayes told pickets: ‘‘I don’t believe Fairplay is 
racist or fascist’’. He wrote a further uncritical 
article in the London Evening Standard the same 
week. 

But a comparison of what Fairplay says and 
the contents of a recent Bethnal Green Patriot 
put out by the NF shows a remarkable similarity. 

Fairplay says ‘‘we are opposed to multi- 
cultural and multi-faith approaches in 
education’’. NF: ‘‘Stop the multi-lingual, multi- 
cultural and multi-racial education of our British 
children’’. 

Fairplay: ‘‘our needs are being overlooked by 
Tower Hamlets Council ... whites are being 
swamped in education’’. NF: ‘‘The Council puts 
Bengalis first, while whites can wait on the 
waiting list for years’. Fairplay: ‘‘Whites are 
being treated like second-class citizens in our 
country and we’re saying enough is enough’’. 
NF: ‘‘The Council is bending over backwards to 
help local immigrants but does nothing for us 
whites’. 

Ralph Harrison, who claims to be Fairplay’s 


spokesman wrote to the Advertiser: ‘‘Thank you 
for the coverage you gave to Fairplay’’. He 
added: ‘‘We are not connected with any political 
party and we are not intent on taking the law into 
our own hands’’. 

It is interesting that the picture the Advertiser 
used of a row of six houses in Stepney Green 
allocated to six Bengali families out of 200 
dwellings on the estate had no direct link with the 
article and was not even mentioned. That picture 
also appeared on the front page of the NF 
Bethnal Green Patriot under a headline ‘House 
Britons first’. 

And in June all GLC tenants were sent leaflets 
asking them to report instances when they or 
their neighbours suffer racial abuse or 
harassment. ‘‘We now have records of 250 
incidents and in almost every case a Bengali was 
the victim’’, says GLC Councillor Tony 
McBrearty, dismissing Fairplay’s claims that 
attacks on whites are just as numerous as ‘pure 
fantasy’. 

But Mr Harrison has also been busy in South 
London, ringing up the Balham and Tooting 
News threatening to sue after an article appeared 
linking Fairplay with the Stockwell Park Defence 
Association. 

Both groups use the same box number. 

Mr Harrison objected to the Defence 
Association being linked to fascists. It meets, 
says its leader, Graham Haldon, near 
Wandsworth Common and in the Chopper pub 
in York Road, Battersea, a well known meeting 
place for NF sympathisers. 

Mr Haldon told the newspaper that ‘‘we have 
a cell structure. We have contacts in Lambeth 
including councillors . . . we aren’t vigilantes or 
violent and are considering seriously joining up 
with Fairplay’’. 

What he didn’t tell them was that he told a 
meeting of the Lambeth Police Committee 
Consultative Group in September that ‘‘We can’t 
wait, there’s so much talking . . . if there is no 


reply within a week we will take the matter into 
our own hands’’. 

In October he was threatening: ‘‘There are 
other ways, you'll see them soon’’. In 
November, 1983, a leading member of the 
Association wrote to Lambeth Council warning 
that if he did not get action then ‘‘. . . along with 
family and friends I will turn for help to people 
like the National Front whose views I do not 
really share’’. 

Mr Haldon has accused Lambeth Council 
leader Ted Knight of being ‘‘a racist’’. The 
Consultative Group set up a meeting involving 
all the relevant agencies and the Defence 
Association. The Council refused to participate 
emphasising that there was already a properly 
constituted Tenants Association on the Stockwell 
Park Estate through which it would negotiate. 
But at its AGM in October, several Defence 
Association supporters were elected to the 
Committee of the Tenants Association. 

Mr Harrison, who is 31 and not 29 as he 
claims, was active in the Monday Club and the 
Federation of Conservative Students whilst at 
London University, and was friendly with NF 
members at his college. He is still active in the 
Monday Club. One of his old friends is Tony 
Greaves, an active NF member a few years ago. 

For someone who claims he is ‘‘not connected 
with any political party’’ in a threatening letter to 
Arthur Downes, Chair of Tower Hamlets Ethnic 
Minority Committee (which banned the licensing 
of the Brick Lane NF stall in 1982), Harrison 
chooses some strange political places to advertise 
his services. 

In September’s issue of Lady Jane Birdwood’s 
Choice newspaper, he was advertising his 
services as a tutor in German and French. He is 
well known to Birdwood who thinks he is a fine 
chap. Quite so. 

He’s doing a good job for her with Fairplay as 
a front for her more pernicious ideas about state 
education and who should be getting it. But 
Harrison would still have been just a small 
nuisance if the East London Advertiser had not 
given uncritical coverage to his rantings. 





INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND UP 





WEST GERMANY 


Nazi rocket 
scientists in the 
news 


Public controversy has broken out 
recently over the cases of two former 
nazi rocket scientists who have drawn 
public attention. 

Protests have greeted the announcement 
in Germany that professor Hermann 
Oberth is to be honoured by the city of 
Nuremburg in a ceremony at the city’s 
Planetarium. 

Oberth, known as ‘the father of the 
rocket’ for his work on V2s at 
Peenemunde, was a Bulgarian who took 
German nationality in order to offer his 
’ services to the nazi regime. 

He remains true to these sentiments: only 
last year he declared that ‘‘the Germany 
war aims in World War II were right and 
our enemies were wrong.’’ 

After the war he joined the neo-fascist 
NPD and still publicly supports the party 
today. 


Anti-fascists in Nuremberg organised 
petitions and protests against the honour 
being conferred and, as a result, the city’s 
mayor boycotted a dinner to honour 
Oberth after the ceremony. 

Another rocket scientist in the news is 
Arthur Rudolph, a key figure in the 
development of Pershing-2 nuclear missile 
programme, whose past was exposed 
recently in the New York Times. He had 
joined the nazi party in 1931, and later 
worked at the Dora-Nord-hausen 
munitions factory where he supervised slave 
labour and was party to the execution by 
slow hanging of workers charged with 
sabotage. 

After the war, with nazi Germany’s 
leading rocket scientist Werner von Braun, 
he fled via Bavaria to give himself up to the 
Americans. He lived in America, working 
for the Martin Marietta Corporation until 
he transferred to NASA to work on the 
Saturn 5 moonshot programme. 

Public pressure last year led to him 
resettling in West Germany. Even so, his 
part in the nazi slave labour programme 
was not made public until more recently. 


Neo-nazis on trial 


Michael Kuehnen, leader of the banned 
Action Front of National Socialists, is 
facing charges of spreading anti- 
constitutional propaganda. 


Facing trial with a fellow nazi leader, 
Arnd-Heinz Marx, Kuehnen has defended 
his campaign for what he calls a ‘‘National 
Socialist cultural revolution’’ against the 
‘‘Americanisation’’ of Germany. Two 
other members of his organisation are 
currently facing charges for a bomb attack 
on American troops in 1982. 


GREECE 


Protests greet 
French fascist 


Four anti-fascist protesters were 
arrested by police in Athens during a 
visit by the French fascist leader Jean 
Marie Le Pen. 

Le Pen entered Greece to head a meeting 
of his 16-strong ‘Euro-right’ group of Euro 
MPs, made up of fascist MEPs from 
France, Italy and Greece. The Greek 
government had earlier prohibited him 
from entering the country but withdrew its 
ban. 

Several hundred demonstrators protested 
outside the hotel where the MEPs’ group 
was meeting. Several police and 
demonstrators were injured and petrol 
bombs were thrown at the hotel lobby. 


... 1984 





Racist attacks grow around the count 


A year of stabbings 
bombing and murder . 
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International Fascism 
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MOLE HILL 


BIGGEST shock of the year for 
Britain’s nazis was the revelation that 
one of their fiihrers, Ray Hill, had been 
working for Searchlight for the last five 
years. 

His televised revelations threw the 


right into a panic. Some of his targets 
| have abandoned public political activity. 


Others are offering odds on who the 


| next mole will turn out to be. 
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ANDERSON’S FAIRY TALES 


NEWLY installed NF chairman lan Anderson 
could learn from the old maxim about 
fooling a few of the people all of the time. 

In the Front’s November Organisers’ 
Bulletin, co-signed by Joe Pearce, 
announcing new tighter internal security 
measures, he claims that “... recently 
Searchlight published a very old branch 
membership list taken from a_ council 
rubbish tip. While none of this information 
is likely to be of much use to opponents the 
NF is now determined to learn from past 
mistakes”. 

In future, branches are told, all out of date 
internal correspondence and circulars are to 
be burnt. 

He has also, it appears, been telling 
worried members that the membership lists 
Searchlight published were only fragments, 
citing as evidence the fact that we 
reproduced them only in truncated form. 

Well, we've news for him. The Newham 
branch lists were both up to date and 
complete. And to show the members just 
how much they can believe Anderson we 
are going to mail a copy of the complete list 
to each and every member on it. 

So let him explain that away. 


*% % * 


PHELAN GROOVY? 


INTERESTING news from Spen Valley about 
former British National Party organiser 
Brian Phelan, now a local Labour 
Councillor. 

He tried to explain away his involvement 
with this nazi outfit (which merged with the 
National Front in the late 60s, and ten years 
earlier was active in the Notting Hill riots) by 
claiming that it was the only party doing 
anything about slum landlords. 

Local Labour activists 
unconvinced. 

Now Spen Valley Spark, which has been 
diligently digging into the affair, reveals 
that Phelan was fraternising with the NF 


remain 


until the 1970s, before moving on to 
anarchist groups and later to an 
unsuccessful attempt at joining the 


Workers Revolutionary Party. 

In the mid-70s, they say, he was involved 
in efforts to buy “sophisticated telephone 
equipment from a Post Office engineer” and 
gave evidence which helped release two 
anarchists imprisoned for the alleged 
murder of a police inspector. 

Last year, apparently, he wanted to open 
a Nordic psychotherapy clinic in 
Huddersfield. 

In 1981, after he joined the Labour Party, 
other members who queried his past 
received anonymous telephone calls saying 
that strange things befell people who “went 
against him”. 
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EALING COMEDY 


NICE to hear from friends in Ealing that 
despite his pretensions to the contrary, 
libertarian capitalist and friend of fascists 
Mark Taha is not a member of the local 
Labour Party there, nor, as far as is known, 
has he ever applied to join. 

So perhaps now he will, so to speak, cut 
the crap and stop posing as a Labour 
activist. Especially when, in his latest effort, 
a letter to the Ealing Gazette (9 November), 
he claims to have canvassed for 
Conservative candidate Harry Greenaway in 
the 1983 election. 

Why can’t he just grow up. 


* % * 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 


ENGLISH National Party leader Ray 
Shenton appears to have taken umbrage at 
our recent piece reproducing his less than 
complimentary views on female anti- 
immigration activists Joan Mason, Lady 
Jane Birdwood and Joy Page, and his 
advice to BNP leader John Tyndall to “fuck 
off back to Ireland”. ; 

So he races into print accusing us of 
“trying to present your editor as some sort 
of clown devoted to attacking the likes of 
Tyndall, Webster, Pierce, Griffin, Lady 
Birdwell, Joy Page etc’. Presumably he is 
not considered a clown by the likes of Joe 
Pearce and Lady Birdwood, who must be 
flattered indeed by his lack of familiarity 
with their names. 

Having, as we reported, previously 
rubbished Joan Mason as one of the ‘Men 
of England’ who will take your membership 
fee and run, he now turns in a nauseatingly 
gushing profile (clearly with a view to 
making amends) of this “dumpy little 
woman” who “chairs her meetings with 
such obvious relish”. He goes on “we wish 
her every success since she is wide awake 
to the problems of this world”. All this 
appears beneath the absurd headline 
“Profile of our leaders: (1) Joan Mason”. 

We stand by our original assessment: Ray 
Shenton is a prize berk. 


* * * 
HOY POLLOI 
THE travels — and travails — of fascist 


photo journalist Bob Hoy continue. After a 
little exposure in Mike McLaughlin’s 
Mercenary, and then in the Front’s Marching 
On (sic), he now pops up in Spotlight, 
published in his native America by the anti- 
semitic entrepreneur, Willis Carto. 

And again matters military are his theme: 
this time it’s the booming survivalist 
industry, and he plugs heavily Carto’s new 
Populist Party — a sympathy first revealed 
to British readers in another NF connected 
journal, Scorpion. Although ostensibly a 
journal of the new right, it is published by 
NF Central London branch organiser 
Michael Walker. 

Perhaps Hoy had something to do with 
the Populist Party greetings conveyed to 
the recent Front AGM. 


THE PITS 


IF striking miners in the Kent area have been 
wondering why the well-publicised strike 
breaker Bob McGibbon has been on the 
receiving end of much favourable publicity 
in the county-wide free newspaper Adscene, 
perhaps we can supply a little part of the 
answer. . 

At least one of Adscene’s pieces (front 
page lead, reporting McGibbon’s reaction to 
a leaflet about his activities, which he 
described as “a McCarthyite smear ... 
written by communists”) was prominently 
bylined “report by Nigel Munson”. 

Now, Nigel Munson is, believe it or not, a 
former National Front organiser for the 
area. 
elections. 

But perhaps this is 
McCarthyite smear. 


% * % 
IT’S A MAN'S LIFE 


WITH minimal comment we bring you this 
latest cultural offering from the BNP, to be 
added to its repertoire of battle hymns. 
Culled from John Tyndall's latest Spearhead, 
it would suggest that while he is busily 
building up a men’s group, it isn’t exactly of 
the anti-sexist variety: 

Fighting soldiers, free and white, 

Fearless men who know what's right, 

Men who know what ought to be — 

Valiant men of the BNP; 

Silver badge upon their chest, 

These are men of the nation’s best; 

Many hungry to be free; 

Only the best join the BNP. 

The multi-racial yoke they scorn 

And though their ranks be battle-torn 

They'll fight throughout eternity 

For Britain to be white and free. 

Silver badge upon their chest, 

These are men of the nation’s best; 

Many hungry to be free; 

Only the best join the BNP. 

Back at home a young wife waits; 

Her fighting man has met his fate. 

He has died for those oppressed 

Leaving her this last request:- 

“Put a silver badge on my son's chest; 

Make him one of Britain’s best. 

When he’s a man, tell him this from me: 

Go and join the BNP.” 


Oh, by the way, it should be sung to the 
tune of .. . The Green Berets. Naturally. 


just another 





@ Manly: BNP fiihrer John Tyndall. 





WHAT THETR PAPERS SAY 


Xmas truce — goodwill to all (men) 


Such is the dreariness of fascist magazines 
that what they don’t say is usually more 
interesting than what they do. Take 
November’s issues of National Front’s 
Nationalism Today and John Tyndall’s 
Spearhead. Both fill their pages, all twenty- 
four and twenty of them respectively, with 
predictable bigotry: anti-semitism, racism, 
paranoia about world conspiracy and the 
occasional ill-tempered outburst against 
Searchlight. 


November sees the regular monthly dose of all 
these unpleasantries. If anything, the anti- 
semitism seems to be becoming even more 
pronounced. In Spearhead, Kenneth McKilliam 
starts a two-part ‘‘enquiry’’ into ‘‘the subversion 
of British education’’. This first part consists of 
little more than long quotations from the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, the eighty-year 
old forgery, which became the Nazis’ second 
most important book after Hitler’s Mein Kampf. 
The Protocols purport to be the plan of the ‘King 
of the Jews’ for taking over the whole world. Mr 
McKilliam believes the whole thing lock, stock 
and gun-barrel. He claims, quite predictably, 
that the whole purpose of the British education 
system is ‘‘to turn the Goyim into unthinking, 
submissive brutes’’, because ‘‘control of the 
Goyim by mongrelisation is the overall plan’’. 

Nationalism Today doesn’t quote directly 
from the Protocols this month, but it is no slouch 
in discovering hidden conspiracies. As part of its 
campaign to make friends with extreme loyalists 
in Northern Ireland, it introduces a conspiracy 
interpretation of Irish Republicanism. Therefore 
we are told that ‘‘the Republican movement was 
from the start the creation of forces not Irish, 
but masonic’’. And the aim of the hidden, 
unamed masons? ‘‘The destruction of the British 
family of Nations, a family strongly linked 
culturally and racially, through pitting one 
nation against another, and members of the same 
nation against one another’’. It sounds 
suspiciously like the Protocols all over again. 

So far so dreary, one might say. And when it 
comes to anti-semitism or elaborate theories of 
racial differences, the contents of Spearhead and 
Nationalism Today are interchangeable. But for 
a few years, large sections of the two magazines 









McKilliam and flock in search of the Jewish conspiracy. 


have been devoted to attacking the other. 
Nationalism Today habitually ranges against 
Tyndall’s dreams of being the unchallenged 
British, if not world, Fiihrer, and against 
Spearhead’s stodgy calls for order and discipline. 
In its turn, Spearhead stamps its jackbooted foot 
in regular protest against the crypto-Trotskyists 
who water down the truths of Adolf Hitler. 

However, in November, for the first time in 
years, a curious calm has descended on both 
magazines. Hardly and angry murmer can be 
detected against each other. 

Nationalism Today has a regular page devoted 
to ‘Trouble Shooting’, written by Nick Griffin, 
since Martin Webster was eased out. Month after 
month, this page details the minutiae of the sins 
of Tyndall and his colleagues in the British 
National Party. But this month Griffin 
specifically writes that he is not going to quote 
from Spearhead, and merely mentions that ‘‘the 
circulation of Spearhead is falling and is already 
much lower than that of N7”’. All the other 
regular contributers avoid mention of Tyndall 
and Spearhead. 


Reactionary rag 


The only comments are to be found in two letters 
to the editor, one from Ian Stuart the National 
Front’s own musical member of its executive. Mr 
Stuart complains that Spearhead has been 
maligning skinheads such as himself. The other 
letter is from a Mr Croft from Lichfield, and it’s 
very much traditional stuff: ‘‘I have just finished 
a copy of Nationalism Today — and am 
favourably impressed. What a contrast with 
Tyndall’s reactionary Spearhead rag’’. 

Over at the reactionary rag, there is a 
corresponding calm. The only hint of criticism of 
the National Front comes in a curious little 
article entitled ‘Was Hitler A Capitalist Tool?’. 
The article is, predictably, pro-Hitler: ‘‘In 
National Socialist Germany the economy was a 
fine blend of private enterprise and Socialism, 
each harnessed in its own way to serve Germany 
and her people’’. The whole piece is an answer to 
two articles by Derek Holland in Nationalism 
financial backing from capitalists, even from 
Jewish capitalists. 

The curiosity about the piece derives from two 
factors: the author’s coyness and the polite tone 
Today, suggesting that Hitler had received 


+ * 


it takes against Mr Holland. Spearhead does not 
pin a name to the author, but merely states that 
“the author of this article has asked to be 
unnamed because of the sensitivity of his 
employment’’. Note the odd phrasing of this 
excuse: it is not said that the author is a teacher, 
civil servant, hod-carrier or whatever, and wishes 
to keep his identity secret for fear of the sack. 
That’s the usual Spearhead way of putting 
things. 

“Sensitivity of employment’’: perhaps the 
author has a job which prevents too open an 
identification with Hitler. A leader of a fascist 
party, which wanted to attract non-Hitlerites, 
would have such ‘sensitivity of employment’. 
And the article contains all the stylistic trappings 
of Tyndall’s writings. Not least is the prominence 
of the first person singular. The first two 
sentences contain the magic word ‘I’; it does not 
appear in the third sentence, but reappears in the 
fourth. The fifth sentence makes up for the lapse 
of the third, by containing two ‘I’s’. And so on 
until the final sentence, which, of course, 
contains a first person singular. 

Whereas Spearhead, in previous issues, would 
have let loose the full force of boiling Aryan 
blood on the Strasserite Holland, the tone of this 
piece is definitely conciliatory: ‘‘While respecting 
the sincerity of Mr Holland’s views, I would 
argue that they are in error historically’’. The 
only note of irritation comes in a comment about 
“Mr Holland and the self-assured young 
scribblers of Nationalism Today’’. But even the 
greatest can make youthful mistakes, and 
Tyndall, if him it be, allows that Hitler at the age 
of 31 may have ‘‘suffered from some youthful 
delusions as to how his movement was to 
advance forward’’. If Hitler can suffer from 
youthful delusions, then the mature sort of 
Fiihrer can be indulgent about the follies of self- 
assured young scribblers. 

The article ends with the declaration that 
British national tradition and outlook, dictate 
that there must be numerous differences in the 
way that we British tackle our contemporary 
problems to that employed by Germans of 
another generation’. This was precisely the 
major theme of the very first Spearhead, when 
Tyndall split from Colin Jordan, to found the 
Greater Britain Movement. 

All this prompts the question whether new 
alliances are in the process of being formed. In 
fact there’s another little sign of movement in 
Tyndall’s life. The obsessions of Spearhead tend 
to match the changes in his life. When Tyndall 
married at an advanced age, Spearhead suddenly 
turned to long features about the virtues of 
Aryan family life. Features about the necessity of 
breeding the future master race preceded the 
announcement of a happy event. But all is quiet 
now on the family front. 

Spearhead, however, includes a new marching 
song for racial comrades. Amongst its stirring 
lines is the couplet: ‘‘Only the best join the 
BNP/Back at home a young wife waits’’. Is this 
a theme to be developed? Can we expect to hear 
declarations that the ‘struggle’ comes before 
family life, and then be told that the great Fiihrer 
has quit the family home? If he were to leave the 
Aryan nest, and return to mummy, that he would 
be leaving behind him the cash of father-in-law 
and other chums in the British National Party. 
New allies would be needed. So who cares about 
youthful delusions? Certainly not a newly free, 
and uneasy, Fuhrer. 
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Disturbed family 


Dear Searchlight, 

| am intrigued. In your November issue on page 
12 under ‘Chelsea Cloisters’ (‘Basements’ would 
have been equally appropriate) you mention the 
receipt of ‘‘material of a highly revealing nature”’ 
concerning myself, some of which has been 
“acted upon’’. Please do feel free to ‘act upon’ 
and to publish all this unsigned material. But if it 
was accompanied by tangible filth and boring 
snippets of porn, (a speciality of your Mr B), you 
will have to be selective. | assure you there is no 
question of a libel action against Searchlight. 

In an unmistakable allusion in your September 
issue, | am accused of vandalising posters and a 
memorial and of organising a hoax letter 
campaign etc. but, surely to my credit, burning 
down religious edifices was omitted. Perhaps 
that is the prerogative of your Mrs B, a stalwart 
girl, who, after a glass of lime juice, has 
threatened to bring London to a halt! 

‘My’ hoax letters sound fascinating and | am 
dying to read them. Convincing hoax letters, if 
such these are, should be good for a laugh and 
some fun would certainly enliven the sombre 
pages of Searchlight. 

| would appreciate photocopies of these 
unsigned revelations, so | may compare them 
with a collection of allied postal items in my 
possession. The typewriter of your Mr B reveals 
a significant clue. Your Mrs B, however, keeps 
changing her typewriters. With a nice pile in a 
Building Society she can afford this luxury, a 
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view that may not be shared by the DHSS Legal 
Aid Assessment Office with that compassionate 
eye on. the taxpayer where sums exceeding 
£20,000 are concerned. 

As to the identity of your Mr and Mrs B, let us 
not be too coy. One of them is the notorious and 
demented whelp of a witch (I kid you not) with a 
practice in SW. My own tea leaves indicate she 
has lost control, poor woman. The other 
creature, well known in blue circles, is a sadist of 
exceptional depravity, even among the peculiar 
people without political motives who _ infest 
political parties. Both have a disturbed family 
background which, under _ happier 
circumstances, might have inspired sympathy 
and even pity. 

Yours faithfully, 
Kenneth Guichard 
London SW5 


Protection racket 





Dear Searchlight, 
It is not surprising that Eldon Griffiths MP, is 
unalarmed by the amateur thuggery of a group 
of National Front skinheads in Bury St Edmunds 
(Searchlight, November, 113). 

Had the skinheads been a group of striking 
miners however, Eldon Griffiths would have 
been in front of the TV cameras at missile speed, 


to further blacken the characters of decent men 
whose pit-clogs he and his fellow Tory 
backbenchers are not fit to lick, inside or out. 

Eldon Griffiths, as the parliamentary 
spokesman for the police, is in his element as the 
most sedulous public apologist for the most 
obscene aspect of the miners’ dispute, the 
barefaced carte blanche given to the police — by 
Margaret Thatcher and Leon Brittan principally 
— to smash the miners’ strike irrespective of 
financial cost and physical attrition. 

There is a distinctly chilling similarity in the 
claims of Thatcher, Brittan and Walker, that the 
police are providing ‘‘protection of the right of 
men to work,’ and the formation by the Hitler 
regime of the German Schutz Staffel, the 
infamous SS, blandly described as ‘’a protection 
patrol, the nazi police force.”” 

And, just as the prime function of those nazi 
brutes was to terrorise, beat up and politically 
emasculate trades-unionists, socialists, 
communists and every conceivable opponent of 
Hitlerism, and standby leering as Jews were 
pilloried, so, in 1984, the full weight of the 
Association of Chief Police Officers at the 
National Reporting Centre in New Scotland 
Yard, is concentrated on beating the miners into 
submission — whilst the National Front and 
kindred racist organisations are being given 
virtually a free hand to terrorise, day in and day 
out, tens of thousands of our ethnic minority 
members the length and breadth of Britain. 


Yours faithfully, 


Sam Pierce 
Oldham 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ NF SMOKE BOMB COUNCIL 


A smoke bomb was thrown into a Thanet 
Council meeting following a debate on the 
National Front. Moments before, members of 
the General Purposes Committee had decided to 
continue the ban on the National Front using 
council properties for its meetings. Half a dozen 
National Front supporters had been present 
during the debate, shouting ‘‘rubbish’’ when 
councillors opposed them. Shortly after they left, 
a smoke bomb was thrown through the open 
door of the committee room. 

Councillor John Tappenden seized the 
canister, which was belching acrid orange smoke, 
and put it in a bin on a window ledge. The 
councillors continued their meeting in another 
room. Margate police are investigating the 
attack. 

The newly formed Ramsgate branch of the 
National Front have threatened to ‘wage war’’ 
against Thanet Council to get the meeting ban 
lifted. They are threatening to book halls under 
private names and to withhold rates until the 
Council policy is changed. (Thanet Times 
25.10.84, Isle of Thanet Gazette 2.11.84.) 


@ DEATH THREATS AGAINST NUM 
SUPPORTER 


Death threats have been made against a 
Pakistani supporter of the miners strike. Callers, 
claiming to be members of the National Front, 
have threatened to kill Mr Mumtaz Abbasi, his 
wife, and their five children. The police are 
considering placing a 24 hour guard on the 
Doncaster home of Mr Abbasi. 

Mr Abbasi is under threat because he is said to 
have arranged the controversial meeting between 
Colonel Gaddafi and Mr Roger Windsor, Chief 
Executive of the National Union of 
Mineworkers. Mr Abbasi, who runs a grocery 
shop, said that he may leave South Yorkshire 
because of the threats. (Times 31.10.84.) 
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@ RAZOR GANG SLASH SIKH 


A gang of three white thugs razor slashed a Sikh 
man who asked them for directions in 
Birmingham city centre. Mr Kewal Singh (38) 
was slashed across the face, stomach, and thigh 
in the attack, and may be scarred for life. 

Mr Singh had asked his assailants for 
directions to his cousin’s controversial fox farm 
at Cocksparrow farm, Lea Marston, and 
personally believes that the attack was connected 
to this. His cousin, Nirbhall Gill, has offered a 
£200 reward for information leading to the 
capture and conviction of the trio. (Evening Mail 
13.11.84.) 


@ THUGS LEAVE DEAD KITTEN 


Racist thugs have left a dead kitten on the 
doorstep of a lone black woman as part of a 
vicious hate campaign. 

Paulette Gordon, (23), arrived home from 
church with her three year old daughter Nadine, 
to find the kitten, with its throat slashed, lying 
the doorstep. The child became hysterical as her 
mother dragged her away from the blood 
spattered body. 

Paulette has been the victim of other attacks at 
her council flat in Eastern Road, Aldershot. 
During the last few months a glass door has been 
smashed, racist graffiti daubed over the walls in 
the hallway, dog excrement smeared over her 
front door, and on one occasion, a plastic bag 
full of dog’s excrement pushed through the 
letterbox. 

Paulette said she couldn’t understand why 
she’d become the target of racist attacks. 

“T don’t know who has been doing this, but 
there are a lot of National Front people living in 
this area. 

“Some of my other black friends have had 
problems too.”’ 

A council spokesman said that Paulette would 
be receiving the offer of a flat in Farnborough. 
(Aldershot News, Hants 2.11.84.) 


@ ““GAS CHAMBER”’ REMARK IN 
COUNCIL 


A Labour member of South Yorkshire County 


Council made an inference to the gas chambers 
during a heated argument with a Jewish 
Councillor. 

Councillor George Moores, (Labour), 
chairman of the police committee, made the 
remark during a debate on the use of gas for riot 
control. Referring to Councillor Irvine Patnick, 
leader of the Conservative opposition, 
Councillor Moores said:- 

“*As far as CS gas is concerned, he and his kin 
should know something about it.’’ 

Councillor Moores refused to withdraw his 
comment, and as a result, Dr Jacob Gewirtz, of 
the Board of Deputies of British Jews, wrote to 
Councillor Thwaites, leader of the Labour 
controlled council. In the letter he asked for an 
apology, and that Councillor Moores be 
removed from any position of authority in the 
Council. A copy of the letter has been sent to 
Neil Kinnock, leader of the Labour Party. 

Councillor Thwaites has written a letter of 
apology, deploring the remarks made by 
Councillor Moores. Councillor Thwaites pointed 
out that he had not been present in the council 
chamber when the offensive remark was made. 
(Jewish Chronicle 9.11.84.) 


@ GRAVESTONE WRECKERS 


Four youths who broke gravestones, and left a 
trail of destruction, wrote ‘‘NF’’ in large letters 
on a playing field. 

Steven Maltby, (19), and Stuart Walker, (18), 
of Moulton, Nigel Taylor, (19), and Paul Barber, 
(18), of Long Sutton, pleaded guilty to a number 
of charges. Maltby was fined £100 and ordered 
to pay £190 compensation. Walker was fined 
£100 and ordered to pay £9.18 compensation. 
Taylor and Barber were each fined £70 and 
ordered to pay £29.68 compensation. 

The offences were committed when a gang of 
youths congregated after a gala at Moulton 
public house. Stones were thrown through the 
windows of an outbuilding, and fertiliser bags 
were slashed open. Paint was poured on the 
Harrox sports fields in the shape of an NF 
emblem. Maltby said he had been drinking and 
was bored. (Spalding Guardian 9.11.84.) 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF has launched a media monitoring project, financed by the 
Greater London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of 
any work already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being 
expanded to include work done by the project. 


BETWEEN THE LINES 
Newspapering over the cracks 


Throughout the year the CARF Media 
Project has focused attention on the 
way particular newspapers have acted 
to reinforce racism (see Searchlight, 
March-December, 1984). We have 
found that the press in general has been 
more determined to safeguard the so- 
called ‘British way of life’ than to 
acknowledge the existence of racism in 
Britain. British society is, we are 
continually told, famed for its sense of 
justice and fair play for all. Racist 
attacks conjure up a vision of social 
reality which it too much at variance 
with this comforting national self- 
image to be taken seriously. For this 
reason, such attacks have been largely 
ignored by the press, or described 
misleadingly as robberies, vendettas or 
instances of ‘gang warfare’. 

On the rare occasions when cases 
involving racist attacks have been brought 
to public view in 1984, the perpetrators 
tended to be presented as isolated ‘bad 
apples’ in an otherwise sound barrel. A 
rotten apple if there ever was one was Ma 
Withers, who sent her three teenage sons 
and two lodgers to terrorise black families 
in Harlow in Essex, and kept a card 
catalogue on their exploits. During the 
week of 12 September her case was given 
prominent coverage in the national and 
regional papers which stressed the bizarre 
nature of her ‘Anti-Paki League’, depicting 
it as a one-off affair and not as a symptom 
of a deeper rottenness in British society. 

We have also seen how racial stereotypes 
have been mobilised by the press in 
cartoons, news and feature articles. 
Cartoon caricatures of black people present 
them as excitable and childish, or quaint, 
primitive, wily, savage or in other ways 
intrinsically ‘uncivilised’. Several cartoons 
of this sort by the Daily Mail’s Mac, 
recently dubbed ‘‘the social and political 
cartoonist of the year’? by the Cartoon 
Club of Great Britain, have appeared in 
CARF’s ‘Between the Lines’. News stories 
have perpetuated different stereotypes. 
Local London papers especially have dwelt 
obsessively on the theme of the black 
mugger and rapist and, like the Sun, abused 
and misrepresented unreliable crime 
statistics to ‘prove’ that black people are 
the terror of the streets, the feared and alien 
‘other’ (see Searchlight, November, 1984). 

Of course, none of this is new. The 
majority of newspapers in Britain have for 
many years now reflected the ‘respectable 





racists. 


rs picketed tj 
ting at an article 


racism’ of Thatcher Torydom. But there 
have been certain refinements during 1984 
which are worth investigating at greater 
length. 


Mobilising against Anti-Racist 
Year 


Racialist ideas are so deeply embedded in 
white society that any attack on those ideas, 
and the practices that accompany and 
sustain them, serves as a trumpet call to 
rally forces in defence of the status quo. 
The determination of the Greater London 
Council to give the fight against racism a 
high profile by proclaiming 1984 to be Anti- 
Racist Year swelled the ranks of the press 
trumpeteers, with popular papers seizing 
every opportunity to tell their readers that 
the ‘looney left’ was at it again, this time 
using black people for its own dangerous 
political ends. 

On the whole, the ‘quality’ papers tended 
to be more aloof, and to treat Anti-Racist 
year as a curiosity, not worthy of much 
serious attention. But, like the popular 
press, the upmarket papers — with the 
exception of the Morning Star, the 
Observer, and to a certain extent the 
Guardian, took as their starting point a 
refusal to acknowledge that racism is 
endemic in Britain. They reinforced this 
with a theme familiar to tabloid readers — 
that it is only natural to assume that people 
prefer to live with their ‘own kind’ — and 
with certain blatantly racist assertions 
about black people. The GLC’s Anti-Racist 
Year gave papers all along the spectrum the 
opportunity to trot out virtually — and in 
some cases actually — identical views. 


White tenants in 
race: hate row 


THOUSANDS of angry white tenants on estates all over the East End 
have lashed out at the controversial GLC report which brands them 
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Recently, writing in his regular column in 
the Sun, the Bristol University history 
professor John Vincent condemned an anti- 
racist GLC pamphlet for not mentioning 
“the obvious point that if we had left things 
to the Africans, they would still be 
enslaving each other’’ (28 November 1984). 
Earlier in the year, he had, in slightly more 
elegant language, made the same point in 
an article for the other Murdoch twin, the 
Times (13 May 1984). 

Anti-Racist Year also gave the press 
scope to display its powers of invention. 
Enormous national coverage was given to 
two pieces of make-believe: one, that the 
GLC had ordered its employees to refer to 
black coffee as ‘‘coffee without milk’’; the 
other, that the Lambeth Council had 
banned the road safety symbol Tufty the 
Squirrel on the grounds that it was racist 
and sexist. Neither story had any basis in 
fact. 


The press on the offensive 


Ridicule was used to discredit Anti-Racist 
Year in a number of ways. Proposed 
cosmetic changes, such as name changes of 
roads and housing estates, were widely 
lampooned. But more far-reaching reforms 
were not seen as a laughing matter. 
Initiatives to change the status quo in the 
fostering of black children, in the allocating 
of council housing, in school curricula and 
elsewhere aroused the press to a furious 
denunciation of ‘racism in reverse’ and a 
‘move towards apartheid’. 

The Daily Mail took the lead in spreading 
the message that instead of fighting racism, 
whites should fight against the anti-racists 
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in order to keep their jobs, houses, schools, 
and to safeguard their way of life. The 
Bradford headmaster Ray Honeyford and 
some extreme right-wing organisations 
received sympathetic treatment in a number 
of papers for speaking up for the 
‘beleagured’ whites. The old numbers 
game, the fear of ‘swamping’, and tales of 
the cunning resourcefulness of the ‘illegal’ 
and ‘scrounging’ immigrant were all 
pressed into service during the year as 
‘proof’ that our national problems 
stemmed from the black presence, and not 
from racism and the depredations of 
monetarism. 


Images of the Third World 


The press approach to Third World issues 
tended to widen further the gap between 
white and black worlds. ‘They’ were not 
only uncivilised brutes (look at the mess in 
Zimbabwe), but they were also too 
incompetent to feed themselves. Late in 
1984 Ethiopia’s famine was suddenly 
‘discovered’ by the media with great 


fanfare. Pictures abounded of starvelings 
awaiting the white man’s bounty. While the 
fact that western governments turned a deaf 
ear to Ethiopia’s request for food aid for 
two years in order to force it to change its 
pro-Soviet policy was largely overlooked. 





1984 was the year of the RAT — that is 
Racism Awareness Training. Up and 
down the country from Camp Hill 
Prison to the Immigration Service, 
from Bradford’s headteachers to 
London’s Fire Brigade staff were being 
sent for ‘training’. Every time an 
accusation of racism was levelled at 
anyone or anything, someone reached 
for RAT. It was as though racism had 
ceased to be the concern of the ‘Loony 
Left’ and of ‘black extremism’ and was 
now a respectable topic of concern. 
Countering racism suddenly had career 
possibilities, had become profitable, 
and was soon being supported in the 
most reactionary of quarters. 

But has anyone really looked at its 
contents and effects? At a meeting at the 
Commission for Racial Equality in October 
an attempt was made to evaluate what was 
going on in the field and draw up guidelines 
for testing its effectiveness. Many 
practitioners rejected the assumption that 
any social scientist (with white tools) could 
evaluate their work, maintaining instead 
that only those who had participated had 
the right to make judgements. CARF 
decided to find out for itself and for the 
anti-racist movement exactly what was 
going on. 


Building up the mystique 


*‘Are you all sitting comfortably? Then 
we'll begin.’’ They (the two facilitators, 
that is) didn’t quite start that way, but 
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Zimbabwe’s troubles were put down to 
some innate savagery, and not seen in the 
context of British colonialism, its terrible 
legacy, and the baleful pressure exerted by 
South Africa. As for South Africa itself, in 
1984 the national papers, led by the 
crusading and entrepreneurial Daily Mail, 
beckoned it in from the cold as they folded 
Zola Budd to their hearts and made her an 
instant authentic ‘national’ heroine — she 
had no problem becoming ‘one of us’ (See 
Searchlight, October 1984). 


Fighting racism in the press 


One need look no further than the coverage 
of the miners’ strike to see that the press has 
moved steadily to the right in 1984. In the 
process, it has become more overtly racist. 
But there have been some promising 
developments. Certain London papers have 
abandoned the myth of the fair and 
equitable society, and have acknowledged 
openly that racism is endemic in Britain (see 
the South London Press, editorial, 32 
August 1984 and the Hampstead and 
Highgate Express, ‘‘Racism comes out into 
the open’’, 1 June 1984). 

But change does not have to originate 
within. The action taken by certain anti- 
racist groups late in the year against the 


almost. Don’t come at all, if you cannot 
make all the sessions (‘‘Time is 
commitment’’, we had been warned by 
letter); don’t come late, don’t interrupt 
sessions, don’t take notes, but you can go 
out to make coffee, and the toilet is on this 
floor and do tell us if it gets too warm in 
here. RAT, we were told, is a very serious 
business. It’s very hard work, the exercises 
are drawn up so that they all follow each 
other in sequence, the facilitators are ever 
questioning themselves and each other, 
refining the course. Twenty minutes of the 
first evening were spent on building up our 
anticipation about the course and the 
goodness it would do us. But when we left 
three hours later, we discovered that we had 
learned precisely two things. That black 
people liked to have their names spelled and 
pronounced correctly and that they had a 
strong sense of ethnic identity. 


Approaching black people 


The facilitators — the ridiculous word is 
also part of the whole mystique 
surrounding RAT — were careful not to 
speak for black people. (We were an all- 
white group and they were also white.) But 
they did tell us that they found black people 
to be extremely patient and, if approached 
in a sensitive way (rather like wild animals 
was the image this conjured up), capable of 
helping us to come to terms with our 
problems. Indeed, throughout the course 
we were constantly advised to ‘check out’ 
with black people our attitudes, our words, 
our behaviour. (There were so many ‘check 
outs’, we began to wonder whether we were 


East London Advertiser demonstrates that 
something can be done by the public to 
combat racism in the press. The Advertiser 
had, throughout the year, orchestrated a 
white backlash over council housing 
allocations. On 2 November, the paper 
printed an article called ‘‘White Tenants in 
Race Hate Row’’ which opened it to 
charges of acting as a recruiting agent for a 
racist body called ‘Fairplay’ in the fight 
against ‘swamping’. A week later, the 
newspaper office was picketed, and the 
NUJ agreed to initiate disciplinary action 
against the author of the piece, while the 
paper agreed to publish several letters 
attacking its racist reporting. 

Given the weight of racism in the press 
generally, this isolated episode involving a 
single paper might not seem particularly 
significant. But it does demonstrate that the 
press can be tackled head on, and forced to 
confront its own racist practices in defiance 
of the ideological status quo. It points the 
way for existing anti-racist groups to make 
the fight against racism in the press an 
integral part of their campaigns, and for 
committed individuals to find ways of 
making their voices heard at the local and 
national level. This would be a fitting legacy 
of Anti-Racist Year. 





in Sainsburys.) Ironically, as it turned out, 


as the participants (the opposite of 
facilitators) talked, the problem that 
brought them to RAT in the first place was 
their inability to get on with black people — 
either as their colleagues or as their clients. 


Discussing our whiteness 


The participants were all social workers, 
teachers, legal advisers etc — middle class 
professionals with ‘professional’ problems. 
How should they relate to black people? 
They were frightened of the accusation of 
racism levelled at them if they ‘pulled up’ 
their black colleagues, they were frightened 
of their own defensiveness when called 
racist, they couldn’t cope with black anger 
— and so it went on. (Note that ‘black’ 
invariably meant Afro-Caribbean, 
suggesting that Asians are somehow ‘tamer’ 
and less of a challenge.) That the black 
people might have been challenging them in 
their middle-classness or _ their 
professionalism was never discussed. No, it 
was purely their whiteness that was placed 
under the microscope. (And that is the 
more suprising, in that RAT was 
introduced to the UK and is practised by 
some members of the Communist Party!) 


Changing our attitudes 


Each day of the course — and there were 
two more to undergo — held similar 
discussion. First on our attitudes — when 
had we become aware of our racism, how 
did we benefit from it? And then our 
behaviour. How did we collude with racism 
in our workplaces, at parties when a racist 
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joke might go unchallenged, in our homes 
where we don’t want to upset those we 
love? The nearest we got to the real world 
(as opposed to the one in our heads) was in 
defining terms and discussing how to 
introduce equal opportunities policies to 
our workplaces. The course left off just 
where one would think it would begin — 
with us ‘sensitised’ to the issue of racism 
without our knowing anything about its 
effects for black people in Britain today, 
and how it might be combated. 


The Emperor’s new clothes 


But no one commented on this or, in fact, 
on the course at all — even on the way to 
the tube at night. Participants felt 
‘shattered’ or in need of ‘catharsis’, but to 
criticise the course, it seemed, was to admit 
to a failing in oneself. Just as the Emperor 
had in reality no new clothes, RAT has no 
content. Yet we, acting like the Emperor’s 
dishonest courtiers, were all being seduced 
into colluding with the myth of its efficacy. 


Fairy tales 


And it happens because of RAT’s 
techniques, which combine aspects of the 
schoolroom, the church and 
psychotherapy. We were not discussing an 
issue on equal terms — much though the 
facilitators made of ‘checking things out’, 
‘sharing’ and ‘questioning?’ — we were 
being manipulated by group therapy 
techniques. So we were ‘sensitised’ by 
working with mystical ‘check lists’, having 
our ‘expectations’ written up all over the 
walls in thick felt-tip, sharing with partners 
and joining in small groups so as to 
challenge ourselves and reach collective 
decisions. And exercises had all kinds of 
mysterious titles like the ‘drawbridge’. Here 
we discussed a fairy tale about a Baron who 
tells his wife not to leave the castle in his 
absence; she does, and gets killed. We had 
to decide who amongst a range of 
characters was responsible for her death. 
And when we'd hotly debated that for what 
seems like hours, we were told that the 


“Racial disadvantage is an anodyne 
expression concealing a grim social reality, 
concealing the unfairness and injustice being 
done to many members of the community.” 
David Waddington, Secretary of State 
for Immigration, 21 March 1984. 


The facts in 1984 


® Deportations up by one-sixth. 1984 will 
be remembered for the deportation of 
Afia Begum, the Hasbudak family and 
Vinoo Chauhan. (Mohammed Idrish and 
Karamjit Varraich have lose their 
deportation appeals.) 

@The Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants says 40 per cent of 
dependants and over two-thirds of 
fiancés from India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh are refused entry into the 
UK. 

@The European Commission on Human 
Rights finds Britain in breach of 
conventions on the rights of family life 
and on discrimination in refusing entry 
to husbands of foreign-born women 
settled in the UK. 


“The cowards who intimidate women and 
children will be brought to book. Those who 
take on the law of the land take on the British 


Baron = white society, the Baroness = the 
black community and so on and so forth. 
Woe betide anyone that held the Baroness 
responsible, for that was to ‘blame the 
victim’. 

As for ‘evaluation’, this was the one 
point in the course when our views were not 
discussed, but was a matter of filling out 
individual questionnaires. The RAT 
resistance to scrutiny continued to the end. 
Similarly, anyone who questioned any 
exercise or definition used, or even failed to 
follow instructions to the letter, was chided 
like a child who refused to join in the fun at 
a party. 


RAT as religion 


No one actually said ‘you are right’ or ‘you 
are wrong’, ‘you get a good mark’ or a bad 
one — RAT’s facilitators are too 
professionally ‘tolerant’ actually to make 
moral judgements. But we were always 
given the impression that they had seen the 
light and that, therefore, their’s was the 
knowledge, the power and the glory and 
somehow we needed to seek their approval 
and follow in their footsteps. If that sounds 
religious, that’s exactly right. RAT is about 
conversion — but now with black people as 
the prophets and whites as the heathens. 
White facilitators are converted heathens 
acting as disciples of the faith, travelling the 
length and breadth of Britain clutching 
their Bible according to Judy Katz* as they 
seek more converts. If we reject their 
‘word’, we are apparently doomed to our 
‘original sin’ — the sin of being born white 
and, therefore, as a RAT film told us, being 
born racist. 

In the next issue we will examine the 
political implications of RAT and why it 
differs from fighting racism. 


*Racism awareness training was cultivated in the 
United States by Judith Katz, who wrote White 
Awareness: handbook for anti-racism training 
(University of Oklahoma Press, 1978). It is her 
perspectives and exercises which inform the 
British RAT. 


people.” Leon Brittan, Home Secretary, 
speech to the Tory Party conference on 
striking miners, October 1984. 


The facts in 1984 

@Children at Kingsbury High School, 
north London, described the police 
response to a horrifying gang attack 
upon them by 15 white youths wielding 
knives and iron bars as “flippant’’. 

@ A savage stabbing in Tower Hamlets, 
east London, on the last day of school 
term by 14 white thugs left 14-year old 
Mukith Miah with a stab wound of ” 
down his back and a 2” wound near his 
neck. Pupils at the school had warned of 
trouble. 

®Most Asian families in Waltham 
Forest, east London, are so frightened of 
being firebombed by fascists, that they 
seal their front-door letterbox, usually 
with a metal plate. 

@ After a day of racist violence on the 
streets of Newham, east London, 
including a vicious attack on a partially 
disabled boy who was taken to some 
derelict flats and beaten with a hammer, 
seven Asian youths were arrested for 
defending themselves against racists 
drinking in the Duke of Edinburgh pub. 





HOMELESS 
FIGHT BACK 
OVER 
‘DEATH 
TRAP’ 
HOSTELS 


Over 70 homeless families — many 
of them with babies and young 
children — began an occupation of 
Camden Town Hall on 22 
November to demand immediate 
rehousing from ‘death trap’ hostels 
and hotels used by the London 
borough as bed and_ breakfast 
accommodation for homeless 
people. 

The occupation followed the death of 
a Bengali mother, Mrs Karim, and her 
two children in a fire at a hostel at 46 
Gloucester Place which police believe 
was deliberately started. Residents 
described the hostels as fire traps; fire 
alarms had been turned off, fire 
extinguishers were empty, fire exits were 
blocked with builders’ ladders and the 
stairs were unlit. None of the hostels has 
ever been issued with a fire certificate as 
these only apply to buildings classified as 
hotels. Other conditions were equally 
horrifying; one of the occupation’s 
supporters said there was extensive over- 
crowding, condensation dripped from 
the walls and many of the children had 
coughs and colds. In addition, many of 
the black families said they had been 
subjected to racial harassment by 
landlords who charge over £100 per 
week to the DHSS. 

Since then the families have met with 
Labour councillors who, as Searchlight 
goes to press, have offered to rehouse 
some of the families (those in what is 
termed ‘second stage’ accommodation) 
in available permanent housing; the 
remaining families will have to wait their 
turn. This offer was unanimously 
rejected by the occupation who argued 
that the underlying assumption — if you 
are in ‘second stage’ accommodation, 
you have been homeless longer than 
those in bed and breakfast places — is 
untrue; many families, especially black 
families, have been homeless for a 
longer period. 

The occupation has received London- 

wide support, particularly from black 
groups, community organisations, and 
those dealing with homeless people. One 
message of support read: ‘“‘Your action 
is on behalf of all homeless families who 
are forced to live for months and years 
in dangerous, cramped and squalid 
accommodation which in no way can be 
called a home’. 
@ Donations, information: Occupation 
Committee, Camden Town Hall, Judd 
Street, London WC1. Publicity Officer: 
01-278 4444 ext. 2545/2598. 
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Racist attacks around the country 


A year of stabbings, 
bombing and murder... 


: Five aa women died trapped i 
at this clothing factory. 


discover if he had had aufficient sleep. 
The case was presented in the contex 
of other ‘similar’ cases of ‘social killir 
and a less serious charge of carel 
_driving brought. He was fined £250. 
comment: “| don’t feel remorse, it wa 
just one of those things that happen 
life’. He didn’t give a damn about NF 
_ hate money arriving in the pest, offen 
‘have a drink on me’. 
In Swindon an Asian ently fl 
- country after a series of attacks on tt 
home. In. Birmingham, 
bombs were hurl 
4.55 am while th 
second attack on. 
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